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Project Title:     Washington State Science and Engineering Fair (WSSEF)  www.wssef.org    
Name of Organization:  Washington State Science and Engineering Fair (WSSEF) 
Size of Staff and Board:   Pending Staff with 11 volunteer Board Members and 3 Board Officers         
Size of Volunteer Base:  600+ Volunteers -- WSSEF Board is 100% volunteer based; thousands of free labor hours 
Geographic Area Served:   WSSEF generates tourism from across America by recruiting judges, volunteers, corporate 
representatives and educational advocates to gather in Kitsap County as tourists.     
 
Demographic Served:   For 68 years, WSSEF and Kitsap County have jointly hosted a science showcase venue to students’ 
grades 1 – 12.  Adult citizens with corporate, educational and government entities travel to Kitsap County to support the 
student’s efforts, network their businesses, promote their industries and educational institutions.  Our combined marketing 
successes offer technological foresight and an educated workforce spotlighting Kitsap County for continued and future business 
and manufacturing growth opportunities. “Journey to WSSEF” ~ The Film  and WSSEF: https://vimeo.com/125518474 
 
Type of Service Provided:  The WSSEF provides several services to Kitsap County.  Kitsap County Lodging Tax funds are 
100% dedicated to target marketing tourism.  WSSEF successfully provides tourism to Kitsap County and our local 
businesses as indicated by the following performance benchmarks of success and growth:   
 
The WSSEF in March is held each spring during the typically slower tourism time and surveys prove people return 
throughout the year to enjoy Kitsap County.  WSSEF Provides Sustainable, Continued Growth for 68 Years! 
 
Historical Data Averages Prove Measurable WSSEF and Kitsap County Tourism Growth!  

 Travelers from all Washington State regions, from outside Washington State and beyond the U.S. attend 
 > 90% of WSSEF attendance travel to Kitsap County   
 > 50% Stay a minimum of one night  
 > 90% habitually spend greater than $100 other than food & lodging   
 3,500+ people traditionally attend the WSSEF with 25,000+ public viewings via various outreach events 
 Local collaborations (ex: Tribal Centers, USS Turner Joy, Create Kitsap, Naval Undersea Museum …) 

  
Kitsap County Community Impact 

 WSSEF provides > $1,400,000.00 revenue value generated by WSSEF for Kitsap businesses  
 Year ‘round outreach programs and events by WSSEF promote Kitsap County tourism.  Hundreds of 

volunteers donate their time and expertise in excess of >$500,000 volunteer hour’s valuation aiding Kitsap. 
 Repeat Tourism – 12 years for students; third generation for families – WSSEF in Kitsap for 68 years! 
 WSSEF highlights Kitsap parks, museums, memorials, businesses, tourism attractions with maps, et al 
 Showcases our community members, volunteer service groups, natural beauty, cultural and military history  
 Environmental educational foresight fosters future scientific and engineering entrepreneur developments 

 
How Does WSSEF Differ From Other Applicants? 

 Factual data collection provides data proven results; not guess-work or electronic web hit speculations 
 (ROI) Direct and target marketing programs with guaranteed quantitative heads-on-beds reservations  
 WSSEF leverages cash, in-kind support, volunteers and local resource collaborations maximizing ROI.  
 Consistently developing NEW programs and events geared to generate larger attendance 
 68 years of stable, reputable and positive representation promoting Kitsap County as a travel destination 
 WSSEF generates tourism from generations of families – three generations and counting 
 Significant community collaborations ~ educational, military, businesses, community organizations 
 WSSEF tourists experiencing Kitsap County are professionals, scholars, entrepreneurs, scientists, engineers 

that are future goal oriented, environmentally conscious and believe in all facets of sustainability 
 WSSEF does not carry debt, is not state funded and depends solely on donations and sponsorships 
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WSSEF Stimulates Kitsap County Economy by promoting Kitsap County throughout the year singularly and in 
collaboration with other organizations and corporations.  WSSEF recruits participants, judges and volunteers 
bringing “tourists by the busload” to Kitsap County.  WSSEF promotional materials highlight Kitsap County; direct 
marketing to >1.1 million students enrolled in 2,515 public schools, 787 private and tribal schools with >62,000 
teachers and to the >42,000 home school students; support regional fairs; attend conventions; make presentations; 
host seminars; multi-media press releases to 269 Washington newspapers, magazines, radio and TV stations.  You 
awarding the WSSEF with 2025 Kitsap County Lodging Tax funds aligns with the lodging tax intent reimbursing 
WSSEF marketing expenses spent in good faith promoting past, present and future Kitsap County tourism.   
 
WSSEF Marketing and Promotional Projects Directly Enhance Tourism Benefiting Kitsap County  

The RCW funding requirements clearly outline for “marketing purposes.” WSSEF staunchly complies with RCW by 
conceptualizing and implementing “strategically unique promotional marketing plans” with statistical results. 

**Project 1 ($66,000) Marketing Materials, Video Ads, Outreach Promotion  
Premiering the NEW promotional “Journey to WSSEF” ~ The Film distributed as a Public Service Announcement (PSA) to 
public television stations across Washington State.  Updating our WSSEF marketing materials which are professionally designed 
and printed providing Kitsap County with distinction.  These materials are displayed throughout the year in schools, libraries, 
business and higher educational institutions.  They are individually handed to people at promotional events while expounding on 
Kitsap County’s qualities.   Examples: Washington State Fair in Puyallup or the Washington Science Teachers Convention.  The 
WSSEF outreach program success is proven as we are  experiencing steady growth as the WSSEF strives to reach students, your 
tourists, throughout Washington.  Our maps and hotel data entice tourists to attend the WSSEF and extend their time in Kitsap.  
We display a 3’x4’ mounted map highlighting Kitsap County museums and attractions.  WSSEF marketing strategies fill Kitsap 
hotels, restaurants, parks, recreation spots, memorial areas and other Kitsap points of interest in the off-season.   
 
**Project 2 ($5,000) WSSEF Participation Travel Incentive ~ Proven Results ~ Quantifiable results prove with 
your continued funding and WSSEF’s marketing action plan the percentage of traveling tourists and their tourism dollars 
for Kitsap County is increasing.  WSSEF Participation Travel Incentive program ROI directly returns increased economy 
to Kitsap County lodging, restaurants and tourism activities.  Positive participant feedback proves our success. 
 
**Project 3 ($4,000) Event Facilities / Film / Activities ~ New! Greater hands-on activities and more higher educational 
representatives create synergy drawing tourists.  Your funding provides the video production and a portion of the Science 
Film Festival event facility expenses incurred during the WSSEF.  The Science Film Festival is a free and collaborative event 
that directly generates tourism.  NEW! Included in the film festival WSSEF proudly presents “Journey to WSSEF” ~ The 
Film a wondrous journey of Washington State students while they share their excitement about inquiry-based research. Travel 
with the students as they travel to the Washington State Science & Engineering Fair in Bremerton, Kitsap County. 
 
History of Organization/Event 
The Washington State Science and Engineering Fair in its 68th year began as the Kitsap County Science Fair in 1957 initially 
sponsored by the Bremerton PTA and Olympic College in Kitsap County.  Because of the WSSEF, three generations of students 
and tens of thousands of participants have traveled and enjoyed Kitsap County’s hotels, restaurants and tourist highlights.   
 
Scope 
Promote/host the WSSEF, interactive activities and the free Science Film Festival in Kitsap County.  Aggressive year ‘round 
outreach programs, September registration opens; March 28 & 29, 2025 WSSEF event.  The WSSEF collaborates with local 
entities promoting Kitsap County tourist activities, conducts surveys and collates data providing documented tourism 
statistics to you.   
 
Project Timeline 
Our year-round promotions culminate with WSSEF March 28 7 29, 2025.  Our dedicated volunteer teams continually 
strive to reach participants, your tourists, and guide them to the WSSEF proudly held for 68 years in Kitsap County.   














































